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What is Research Data?



Research data is…

Research-relevant analogue data, documents and 
objects to be digitized in the course of research
Genuinely digital data, documents and objects ("born 
digital") that are created during a research process and 
are the subject or result of research
Metadata
Source code and software developments



Source: Yilmaz, M., Dogan, G., Arslan, M. H., & Ilki, A. (2024). Categorization of Post-Earthquake Damages in RC Structural Elements with Deep Learning Approach. Journal of Earthquake Engineering, 1–32. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/13632469.2024.2302033

https://doi.org/10.1080/13632469.2024.2302033


What research data
management is about

Source: RDM KIT elixir, https://rdmkit.elixir-europe.org/data_life_cycle

https://rdmkit.elixir-europe.org/data_life_cycle


The FAIR Data 
Principles

Source: https://ccafs.cgiar.org/open-access-and-fair-principles. See also Wilkinson, Mark D. et al. (2016). „The 
FAIR Guiding Principles for Scientific Data Management and Stewardship“. Scientific Data 3 (1): 160018. 

https://doi.org/10.1038/sdata.2016.18. 7

https://ccafs.cgiar.org/open-access-and-fair-principles
https://doi.org/10.1038/sdata.2016.18


GWP- and FAIR-compliant recommendations for 
researchers, teaching staff and students

RDM-relevant contact persons and 
responsibilities on campus

Update 2023

Future Planning: Open Research Policy / Strategy

Freie Universität Berlin. 2021. „Forschungsdaten-Policy der Freien Universität Berlin“. https://doi.org/10.17169/refubium-
30560 und https://www.fu-berlin.de/forschungsdatenmanagement/policy

English version: Freie Universität Berlin. 2021. "Research Data Policy of Freie Universität 
Berlin". https://doi.org/10.17169/refubium-32141 und https://www.fu-
berlin.de/en/sites/forschungsdatenmanagement/policy

The How, Who, and Why: 
A Research Data Management Policy 
for Freie Universität

https://doi.org/10.17169/refubium-30560
https://www.fu-berlin.de/forschungsdatenmanagement/policy
https://doi.org/10.17169/refubium-32141
https://www.fu-berlin.de/en/sites/forschungsdatenmanagement/policy


Contact us for…



Consulting
• Data management plan
• Publication requirements 

of research funders 
and/or archiving strategy

• Documentation and 
metadata 

• FAIR principles etc.

Training
• General RDM introduction
• Thematic training courses 

(e.g. data publishing, DMP)
• Other formats individually 

on request (incl. subject-
specific formats)

Information
• Data management plan 

templates
• Handouts on various 

topics
• Website

Institutional repository
• Publication of research 

data, papers, dissertations,
• Persistent identifiers (DOI) 
• Accessibility guaranteed 

for 10 years 

Scientific Data Storage
• Storage space
• Group drives

Box.FU - Sync & Share
• Cloud service for storing and 

synchronizing files
• File and data sharing
• Collaborative access and 

editing

Archive and Backup 
Services
• Automated backup 

service
• Long-term storage of data

High-Performance 
Computing 
• Provides computing capacity
• Procurement and mainte-

nance of scientific software



Get advice and support in…

• Implementing the requirements of research funders 
and the guidelines of good scientific practice and 
FAIR

• Creating data management plans, e.g. in the context 
of third-party funding applications

• Concepting sustainable RDM strategies, e.g. in 
collaborative research projects

• Publishing, licensing and sustainable accessibility of 
research data

• Archiving research data
• Metadata and documentation

https://www.fu-berlin.de/en/sites/forschungsdatenmanagement/index.html

Individual consultation
Project consultation
Open consultation hours
Events

https://www.fu-berlin.de/en/sites/forschungsdatenmanagement/index.html
https://www.fu-berlin.de/sites/forschungsdatenmanagement/veranstaltungen/index.html


Become an RDM expert with us
• Training courses and workshops

• Generic introductions to research data 
management

• Topic-related training courses (data publication, 
data management plan, etc.)

• Workshops on open source tools (e.g. 
OpenRefine)

• Technical infrastructure
• Refubium: repository for publishing data and 

documents
• Tools for the creation of data management plans
• Persistent identifier service (Digital Object Identifier (DOI), 

ORCID and many more)

• Information material, handouts, guidelines, and 
further reading

https://www.fu-berlin.de/en/sites/forschungsdatenmanagement/index.html

https://www.fu-berlin.de/en/sites/forschungsdatenmanagement/index.html


Publish your data with us!
• ReFUbium, the institutional repository

of Freie Universität Berlin for research
data, papers, dissertations, habilitations, 
and student theses

• No restriction to specific disciplines or
file formats

• Open for all types of research data
• DOI assignment

https://refubium.fu-berlin.de/?locale-attribute=en

https://refubium.fu-berlin.de/?locale-attribute=en


https://refubium.fu-berlin.de/handle/fub188/4

https://refubium.fu-berlin.de/handle/fub188/4


Watch this space: 
RDM support through projects

Berlin-Brandenburgische Kooperationen

Concept Development for Collaborative 
Research Data Management Services 
(BUA-FDM, 2021-23)

Collaboratively Advancing Research Data 
Services (CARDS)
(2024-2026)

FDLink
Rahmenbedingungen für Kulturwandel und gemeinsame Servicelandschaft 
stärken (2024-27, DFG)

QUADRIGA
Berlin-Brandenburgisches Datenkompetenzzentrum für Digital Humanities 
und Verwaltungswissenschaft (2024-27, BMBF)

FDNext
Weiterentwicklung der Forschungsdatenpraxis: Werkzeuge zur 
Qualitätsentwicklung für Serviceeinrichtungen in Kooperation mit 
Fachbereichen und Forschungsverbünden (2020-23, DFG)

= Start 2024



Get in touch!
E-Mail: forschungsdaten@fu-berlin.de
Web:  https://www.fu-berlin.de/forschungsdatenmanagement

mailto:forschungsdaten@fu-berlin.de
https://www.fu-berlin.de/forschungsdatenmanagement
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